The ABC of Church Membership.

Those who accepted his message were baptized, and about three thousand were added to their number that day.  They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to the fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer.  Acts 2:41-42

· Affirming
The early church accepted his message – they devoted themselves to the Apostles teaching.
When a person becomes a church member they receive a church handbook that includes a statement of belief.  Each year at out Church AGM we read that statement our loud – to declare that we believe it.
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· Belonging

Some people want to Believe without belonging 

A personal, individual response to the gospel is linked with an attachment to fellow believers.

Learning together .
They devoted themselves to the Apostles’ teaching.

It is in the Bible that we find this teaching - believers are to give attention to the word of God.  

This is what we believe – this is how we are to behave.

‘…and how from infancy you have known the holy Scriptures, which are able to make you wise for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus. All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness, so that the man of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work.” (2Ti 3:15-17)
Being together – Fellowship

The church is designed to be a community of friends.

Worshipping and praying together. 
Breaking of bread and prayer

· Committing 

 I wonder if you recognise yourself anywhere on this picture?
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We live in an age when people are becoming reluctant to be involved – ‘I don’t want any more commitments!’  Yet being committed is the natural extension of the phrase:

They devoted themselves to…Fellowship.’

Fellowship is having something in common – we have the same God, we share the same spiritual life and destiny.  We are involved in each other’s lives

Lancing Tab exists: to foster a joyful commitment to God, to build a community of authentic love to equip each person to play their part and to communicate our faith through word and action.

 Committed to God

Foster a joyful commitment to God…
The church is a place where we can find others who will help us to appreciate a God who can fill us with awful joy and joyful awe.  

Committed to each other

…to build a community of authentic love…

Committed to serve

…to equip each person to play their part…

One of the keys to spiritual growth is to look on each new person we encounter along the way as someone who has been sent to us with a gift.  They have some lesson to teach us, some quality to awaken in us, some blessing to bestow on us, some need for us to fulfil or some question to ask of us.  Mike Riddell
 We all have a part to play - in the church we all have something we need and we all have something that we can give. 

I covenant to be by God’s grace the person God wants me to be to encourage others in their walk with God to support the church by my presence, prayers, gifts, energy and finance to submit to godly leadership to seek the good of all who are in fellowship here, together to be salt and light to our community.
Committed to outsiders

To communicate our faith through word and action

· Count me in 






